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the enjoyments of the people. The money raised by
taxation may be better employed, but it is not saved/
In general, democracy gives largely to the community,
and very sparingly to those who govern it. The
reverse is the case on aristocratic countries, where the
money of the State is expended to the profit of the
persons who are at the head of affairs.
We are liable to frequent errors in the research of
those facts which exercise a serious influence upon the
fate of mankind, since nothing is more difficult than to
appreciate their real value. One people is naturally
inconsistent and enthusiastic ; another is sober and
calculating ; and these characteristics originate in
their physical constitution or in remote causes with
which we are unacquainted.
There are nations which are fond of parade and the
bustle of festivity, and which do not regret the costly
gaieties of an hour. Others, on the contrary, are
attached to more retiring pleasures, and seem almost
ashamed of appearing to be pleased. In some-
countries the highest value is set upon the beauty of
public edifices ; in others the productions of art are
treated with indifference, and everything which is
unproductive is looked down upon with contempt.
In some renown, in others money, is the ruling
passion.
Independently of the laws, all these causes concur to
exercise a very powerful influence upon the conduct
of the finances of the State. If the Americans never
spend the money of the people in galas, it is not only
because the imposition of taxes is under the control of
the people, but because the people takes no delight
in public rejoicings. If they repudiate all ornament'
from their architecture, and set no store on any but
the more practical and homely advantages, it is not
only because they live under democratic institutions,